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Chapter 14: Plaintiff: Gay Alliance Versus Defendant: City of Rochester 3:01
The Gay Alliance bought its Atlantic Avenue building in 1991, boldly placing the
organization’s name on the door. Assumed that any not for profit agency would receive
tax exempt status but the city assessor under Mayor Tom Ryan denied it. The Gay
Alliance sued and New York State Appeals Court ruled that the organization must
receive equality under law and that property tax exempt status must be granted. This
landmark decision was the first in New York State and early in the U.S. as a whole, on
the topic of government discriminating against gay people.
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